WORLD-WEARY,
_—
BY PRANCIS & AMITH,

Woary, weary, oh, how weary
1s aho of the cold world's strife-
Dreary, dreary, oh, how droary
15 the path of her sad Mife |
Grim the phantoms that pursne hare
Ever, aver night and day —
Whispering dark words unto her—
Chaslig hope and faltl aw oy,

Not & trnetad friend is near her—
n the world she stands alone—
None 1o soothe her—nons to cheer hef=
Wronged, unearcd for and vnknown.
Gares she upon the water—
Dazed her brain and wiid her eye—
Preathes \he prayer her niother taught het,
And then plunges in to die!

Rash (he docd, bul Judee her kindly,
Yo who gare on horrificd—

Had she nover loved so bliudly,
Bhe would never Whus have diod,

Rate her form, all hrolecd and brokon,
Lay it gently "neath the sod <

Lot not ote harsh word be spoken—
Leave her fullings all with oA

—— ——

ALICE NLAKE
on,
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CHAI'TER 1
THE TEMPTRER AND THE TEMPTRD

| wasabonut 3 o'elock on & Yeight July afcinson
end erowds of peeecns were Jostling esch allier as they
premed to and frow the ferry boats on boe Palton ferry
It was hardly tie for Lhe great rush cecasioned by la
Yoring peop'e returning froms work fn the g cly lo
Lelr tomes in Brooklya to commence, and yet the
shronc was laige fnough to A1) the bonts comfart

Armong the persons paseing from the iu-ll Al the hunr
wentioned wes & yoang girl over whove head perkaps
elghiteen summers had proved

Fhe was a baanlifol creature, with large, Insirons, soft
Black eyes. and raven har which clustered in corls
aboutl teinples of alabaster whi'ciuoss; her features
Were ragular, her form Wl ana commanding, Yt her
face, viewsd ns & whole, indicaled & susecpiibliity to
passlon and & lack of Armnees, Altractive as 8l e was,
however, In personal appesrance, her deoss was Lt of
8 working gie!, althovgh 't Atted hor with p reat neat
ness, and gave Lo hor altogether a refiued aud lady ike
Appearance,

Lostead of passing out throngh the pate with the mat-
ley crowd, the ghil alladed to entered the ferry hos
and seating hersell nesr (Lo window, lookod out upon
the bridee, and fixed her gare npon the passers Ly, an
beat aftar bant ng ie living fref ht, as
though looking for enme particalar face,

Y1t s nearly 8 o'cloek,” she excialmed with & desp
#lgh, as shie Dxed lier eyes upon the feny clock, *and
e promised to be here ot Ave. What can bave dolaloed
Wim? Wil he come P

Rlie biw 1 senrist ar she proponnded this quesiion
to herself, and direct'y sfterward she contiuned,

“ What s dunge 1 am 10 enterialn such & doubt
even fur & moulent! Of conrse he will come, glse
why @id b nrge me, o much against my will, o the
meeting? And am 1 dotng iight 1o pcot him P No mat
tor. 1 will not thiuk of that now, Ruet 1 wish he would
come, for Hugh lenves his work st sl o'cluck, sand what
i be shonld seo us together here '™

Even ar the ended hei sollloquy, & fashionably

dieased nod showylooking youth of (woepty five, en
tered dhe ferry gule aod walled duecily tato the forry
honse.
“ My dear Allco ' ho exelalmad, a8 ho walked np to
1 hand in his, and groed paslon
how kind of you to be ro puncty,
ot {lme myself, but the delny was
unavoidaile, Tassure yon, But we are togethor now,
hnd you will forgive me, | am sure "

“ 1 have nothing to forgive, Mr. Melion,” eplied the
g, b m tremuloon volee, sl Ler dAark eyes songht tha
ground as she spoke, while o erlinron lush cuflueed her
choek and brow,

“ Mr. Melton 1 returned the youth in 2 tane of undts
guisod chogrin,  * Mr. Me'ton ! Is that the way to ad
dress one who 18 soun 10 Lecome your husband?  Why,
vy poor Hitle ginl, w Lint hiss coimaver you so suddenly *
At our Inst moeting you eal'sd me your darliug Frank,
and was nelther eoid nor disinnt ; now, with sverted
foce and scarcely andilile valoe, yon call we Mr, Melton,
wven though da an hour from tnls tUme we oare 1o be
lolned togeiher Linhssolubly . Waat am 1 to Judge tion
Links 7

“Forglve me, Frank| Ob, forgive me ! ox
(e girl, In & touo of carucat ph
tears glistened la her eyes. Yo
tumult which J= ragiog In th
twoen Jove ond duty which s golug on—or youn woul)
oty me! | can 20 with you toight, Fruuk-our
wmnrriage muet be put o7

“Apa't | the Youth, while a look of min
g'ed diappoloteent acd splecn sottied wpon bie hand
some biut rousual face; ' and what s o the way of our
aulon pew, piay ? Has your wonld-be lover, the low
wechanie, Hugh Norton, boen restored Lo favor, or
Bave you beon Hetoping to ancibol serivon on Lial obe
Wepte frow the Lps of that fussy old ciedlonl bose, Par
son Wilikwmes ¢*

*Dun't Fronk i ploare don't speak so discospeatinlly
of Mr Wi llsine, sudao conbrmptuow 1y of poor Hugh 1
fetirned the worl. beseeclingly. *The wministor s a
goodwan, He lns known e n infmncy | it was he
who chirlitened we, and 1 love him pext 10 1y own
lather. And as for Huah, though poor, he s warm
hearted, generous, apd truthful
wronged him decply enough wirthiont Histening W auy
thing mgainst b, sod Lehall always have a Gy
feeling for him, let what will happen. You must uot
Indeed yon musi not
or Lalail be angry with you "

* Well, tken, | wou't, darling, since It di=plenses you,”™
rejolned the youth soulhilngly, ss he drew the nniesist
tng girl towurd Wiin, *but you manst adtlt that 1 have
reason (o feel Litterly when you o) cak of once woie de
Perving ourmardage, 1icll you it ot not be, Aleg, |
tcannot lopger Live without you! I have walted for you
1M1} my patlcoce I exhausted, snd If you put me ol
sgaln | shall tklok thet you do not love me

“ Unkliud Frank | eacla ined the gul, reproachiuily ;
“pot love you | what have I pot saerifced for you!
Fatner, home, friends, sverythirg! For you ! have de
tided to forsnke my only parent 16 his old age ; tor you
Lhnve pet a ght the conniel aud udvice of my rever
#d partor; for you I bave decoived mud teifiod witha
bruo apd trusting heart ; one that | keow beats ouly for
me—and yet you say that 1 do not love yon !

“Forglve e, denrost!™ exclaimed the young man 'na
toue of contrition, 1 waas rend rod pecy sl
by bope delerred, sid hardly kuew what Ids -'I.n\
you love me as you say yon do-and ss I Velleve you do
=prove il by golng with me at ence and beconing my
wife!"

* Fiank,

Inlmed
eg, ne the bright
kuow nut the wild
m=—ihe struggle be

In Ieay Tesunot at present,” rofurned the

gird, e dy="" 1y fathier bas beon taken desjeralely L,
id I 1 showld leave bl now, and marry you spsinsg
his capruss command, the aet would kil ki, Of ghis |

o a8 certnin as I g that thesun will
and would you bave me gollty of v
Yparent 2

* Dut you need not desert your faiher,” urged the
pouth—"" we can keep our mairiage secret 111 he gets
better. Who Is to know apything of 11, suve ourselyes?

I8¢ fo-morrow
riug my only

Come, Allce, darling Allce, | bave set iy Licart on this,

and cap you oy gratl’y me **

The girl evidently wavered, and after a woment of

reflection tlie sald:

“1 will not go with you to-n!ght, Frank=1 hiuve made
My father
was very il when Ileft howe, and 1 must retorn (o him

up my miud to thet and I will notalter It

st onee. Indeed I wounld pot have met you at all to
Blght if I Lad not fulthiuily promised Lo doso. Haviog
kept my promise 1 wuet now returm, but 1 will meet

yor here rgatn the day sfier to-morrow if wy father is
and then T may couwp'y with your wikilies. Bo
"

bettar,
ferewell, denr Frank, Uil we wecl ag
*Farcewoll, siuce i 1ousl be so !
ia & tope of Liver dbappuiotment,
B g'apee provnd, he
unwiling lipe of the g.r), sud the nextn
with the thiong sud passed thiough th

and Brst casiing

leiry gnte.
CUAPTER 1L

TNR FLUMBER AND WHAT I'R

The interview Lelweon the young

80 i e foregoing chapler was not entuacly i

Bullced. Oue there was who, while paseng the

wiefow ou hls way to the Loat, had necldentally
In nod recoguized tic two persons, This
L 188
paiently about twenty tlwo years of age, whose gar-
ments were conike though clearly, and who carried In
boe nand n workman's dluver ke'te,sodin the other a
The most casusl
Chsciver would have been struck by his poblity of
sountenance sotwithslanding bis bronsed skin and theo

looked
was s gracefully Lullt snd Oni looking young

tool of sowe sort used by plumbe,:

roughness of his attire, His eyos were I

sleel Llug color, his nose siraight and his wooth bosu-
wilic s wealth of dark chestnuot halr
SOl L aats, 894 0p Wae Ldislde aar: L LaPsocowplisling Towr bave dassn, Wie eaplolt shall

Wuliy curvel,
RN

Henven kuows | Lave

speak slixltingly of my fricnds,

Bui Ir

eacinlmed the youth,

hparted o kbsé upon the not
ment wmingled

couple allnded

sred the only mark M\' fopipehaped
Bead. This wag a rod blethemark  which was only
visiblo when the halr which eavered 1 was lifted by
the wind, or In some othor manner.

The aame of thie s outh was Hogh Horton, and as he
will Agurs prominently throughout our story, It may be
s well tolet the reader know something of his history,

H s life from early infancy had beep one long struggle
with poverty, e had never kuown m wothicr's tander
cars, and the only protector he had evir had was an
Miveranmt lial'an organgrinder namwod Hoiton, who
founl bis way Vo New York when the suhject of ourre
two yoars of age. This old man reprosent.
od himeclf a8 being the chlld's father. The mother of
the Loy, he sald, had sickened on shipboard ana
died on the passage foom Ialy @0 this port, and
wns buriel sl ses.  Nobudy doubted the story,
Although there was pothiog Whatover in the ap
pearance of the two which would wartaut the suppo
sition that they were father and som—the former belog a
swarty, low browal, animsllooking man, while e
ehild wis 8 brlght, fairskinned, rosy cheeked boy, who
won the affections of every one who looked npon him,
and who was the |[dol of every man, woman and ehild
In the tenement house where the old Iallan fornd &
lodelag. The old man foond no difculiy In joiting &
NeIghbor to take charge of the boy whiie he went b
duily tounds, for he was A good natured &8 hie was
beauil wl, and never gave those who cousentad to take
ehatge of hlin the » ghtest trovhle. Whenever the
ween e lwo was commentad L
presence, he nccounted for ft by
saying that the boy was exactly ke bis mother, and Uis
erpinnation was genornlly ontsfuet oy,

A rough tme of 1 Esd iftle Hogh while the old man
lived, for when he got to be five yours of ags he was
foread Into the streets 15 heg, and not wufrequent y was
he cruelly beatea when he failed to bring  home

ooy chouth  ta funish the  vagabond who
ciaimed him  with  drak. At lenr hawever,
the old man died In & AL of delliium  tremens,
After 8 hard  dctaaeh, and pror little  Tingh
beeaie ons of the ciy's fLlldien. There were plenty
in e tenement Logse who rhed tesrs coplondy ovor
the for s Ltk ane, and who would gladly haye adopt-
ed him conld they have done so, but they o' had laree
feritiies of thelr own, nr d wore obliged o work bard Lo
Leep the wolf from thedoor,

Hogh was consequentiy sent to s palila Insti
fromn whencs in time he was apprenticed toapl
with wiom e falthinily seivad his time, Al tin vk
when wo lutrodore bim to the veader ha was the imost
trorted vnd vatoable workman whom hie e plover had

Lowly as | ad been hils eondition, Mogh Horton was of
A proad, smh tous nat and felt keeniy L odium
which atiached to hia rier
Bim That he was eathier (o be praived (han (o be blamed
for having so well aeted his part in the path whie! had
been marad e v him, but he know the cathustion in
Wik dihie miust Ye Leld by the eold and hosrtles world,
Al the sabfeet oeeaslonad | lm Winny in nte of Bitter
reflection. Bot mever had be felt hila degradation o
deoply ne afver he Vad met with and learned U0 love—gy
ony such an carbes ore ae his could luve - Lie boan
AL Aties Tiake, 1o hils roantie fondness s imazined
that to be worihy of her he should have Leon borna
Privice sd least, wthiough, apart from his thonghts of boer
he had bat smndl Jove for titles. On the contrary, he
was Infeocely democratie fu his ieas, nad felt that the
only fruo nobidlty was that which mprings (iom sn un
eorrupt beart acd s strict performance of duty

Buch was ogh Morton, and & deadly pal'or over
spread his fne face as he reco.ulzed the parties n the
feriy honne &5 whom we have alludod, and he soi hils
tooth hard rnd Bls bosom heaved couvulaively aslia
looked ut them,

“Mecting in the ferry houss '™ he muttsrod=" hava
they gone so far as that! Ob, Allea! Aliee !

e leared sgaiust the rafling of tho ferry Lridge and
bowed his hend with & look of mingled mortication
aud regret, Yor & moment he remained thas and then
started towerd the hoat. SBoddenly, ewever, e choek

o4 hiunsell and paused ps If 1n deep though

“ T amust ses thils man,” he ottered-* he will thinl:,
perbaps, that | om meddling In s ratter which doss nok
concern me, If he meane o act faiely by bor 1 will not
wstund (o bis way, ot If he tptends to wirong her, It 18
my An'y to Interfers, for her fatlier 18 stretehed on &
sick bed and siie hss noLody elns Lo look out for her."™

“ Do yon kuow that young Iedy's name 7" asked a

volee closs ot Lily ear,
Ule tnrnod, and his zare epsounterad that of ashahbl
Iy-dreescd man with a slolier exprecsion of vonuie
nanoe, ald A lece which bore nnmistakabio marks of
Alssipetlon,

“Wihat young 1ady * responded Hogh, for he did pot
droam thay the nan alluded to Alles Blake,

“The onewlo s taiking to that gay-dooking youth in
Lhe furey house* repliad the man.

“Yes, [ do know Ler name,” replied Tingh, blushing
with alintie at the ldea that Llee ehonld e watehed by
another as well my homeelf, and that other so very ob-
=] dokuow

“ Maore curiosit replied the wan, * ler
face looke feinlilar to me WAl bedl e her name,
owill save e the tronbie of fug mer tho questicn,
and Howill alen, praibaps, epars Lo young Indv's foclings
for 1 dare say shio wouldn't care 1o be Loen
ooklog budividual es myseli”

“1 can't help thinking that your eurlosily sinacks
ded liugh, Indignantly,
“hut pathier than you sbould so gron iy her, | will
eIve you the loforioation which you scek. ‘The Indy's
nate 14 Aljoe Blake,”

Tl 1nan started stightly, bui loumedtately reenyveriag
Bitmsedf lve vdadd 1

“Thank you, sir<1 am much oh'iged 1o yor, Gaod
dav, e And turnine upon his heel he wallool nway,
whisthing carslossly

Gireatly spnoyed, Hogh tonk hie position in an ant of
theway corver Lill tha ronple he had been wated g
separatod, and beaving asigh of relief, whon he oliser ved
thnt the girl took her way to tbe boat bustend of necan
putiy the man, he ot oneo started after the Talter,

He overtook Lim before he had walked far, and
tourhed kim gently on the ahoulder

Turning guletly sroand, the young man seemed groat
y ourpil ed and sonewhat slartied, ashis eyes et the
boncst, frank orbs of the woclhesie, Lut shinost 1astantly
recovering hivsolf, he sald lu & sharp tooe, while his
Face tushic d anerily:

“ What do vou want, fellow 2"

“ldoilie afow n it conversation with you, Mr,
Meltcn,” yeplied the mecianle, In n finu Lus gentle
e

L have no thme to waste In talking with you, slr,* re.
phlod the e anan, in e hnughty tore, * 1 hnve uo use

W Ber Just st present” and he was abouot to
pioeend on his wuy when the wechanle aguin placed his
tad npon the yoath’s shoulder, and gently detalning
Tibas, wdd ;

“luk yon must take tume, Mr. Molton. My bwi-
s Ba of wn hportans nature snd wust not be de-
aywile  You marad hear what 1 have to say, and you
! aleo pnswor cortain gquestions which 1 shall put to

SMos 12 exclalmed the youih, with asperity —" and
upnote 1 refusg *"

“lu th ¢, repled the mechane, * 1 shiall feel
wysell obliged 1o enil At your Lowse snd scek that
nforontiun from your folber which you reluse to
give.'

The sonng n

o ostarted apd tarnad pale, but after n
v on he sald, almost invngety s

“Look you, Mr. Hugh Horton—for such 1 Lulleve is
NOUE Bamie =ik ianey Is any vlgeet 1o you bn this mintte

awld of eourss It s =nmne the price of your silence, and
i it o too Inrge we whil coine to terms ; but if you
persha in followlog me, and Interfering In what does
OULEII Y Ou, Youu mny porsibly got n Lullcl in yaur
rome fue day”  And av he spoke he lghtls
spped the bandie of o sllvecmountod revolver whilch
proteated sliglitly rom the inslde ockot of 1 u....

* L do put howd your theats, Mr. Molt
the mechanie, with ¢reat iwportarbatal
but vpee, and perhaps the vory greatest fuvor which
uld dome would be to put me ont of the world
While'l have We, however, | shall endearvor 1o do my
iy, and T 1ol y o eanidly that neiber your mopey
por your thieats shail deter me from it."

S lgme, then,” exciahived Malton, w'th
“lel wmo hear your yory modest requesi.
you want of me?"

1 want o kpow," reptied the mechanie, * what your
Intentious are with jegard to the young lady fion whon
you paried a lew moncnts P

“ And prav,”
s you the
olber wuttes ?

M Melton,” retotned Florton, and Wis volea trem
bled with winotkn as he spole, 1 have nssumed the
right, and my covscieice tells me | um net ng pruperly
(b, Mr, Mciton, you cannot be enti Beoriless. You
have 8 «tore, young, lovely, and ¢ ted.  Should yo
ke them 1o moet the fute whieh you, or T am groaily
mbstaken, have muarked out for Alice Biake? Your
stations in lifo me entiie’y diferent
you are tleh, provd, and poweriul Yuur vonnee
tions would never tecopniae Ler as your wife, nor
would the soclety o wWhich yon move receive her
Judalng o thess Mete, 1o e e conolusion Is lree
slatibl it in scoklog ber soclely yoo are actunte |
wuly by an unkoly passlon, Dut I may be mitahon, At
leart 36 o8 porsible that Jmay be, and if you will ascure
we, ou e word and Lonor of & gontletss that sgeh
# the cave, 1 will humbly beg your pardon (er thas in
torferiug and promiise never to oflond tu ke mannes
agatn, But If your Inteutions are dishioporable T war
you beforehand o forego Your phrpose, fui as tiuly as
there I8 o Meaven above va, 8o traly w.il | hold youto &
strict acoound 100 shouwid beta'l her, 1love Allce Bake
we wian pever loved vomau before, Bhe bwy 1l
world, ‘Ihere i ne labor 1 would Bot undeitake lor
her,no pa b 1 would not endure, and loving Lei o= Tdo,
1 wili not stand ldly by sud ree ber sagrifioed, Promiou
e Lk It e your dotention o merey Ler, apdthongh my
Leart way bresc In bhe struggio, 1| will glve kerup,
withhold this promise and [ will do your footsleps ke
& thadow, unless you agreo (o relinquah your pursuil
of her, Aud should yoo sueceed, do-pite iny vigllanee,

momeat's hies

you

Liravadn,
What bs i

reimiaed Meliow, with & sneer, * who
it to act ou Ler beball o s or auy

— S e i

ooul you your Wfe. Dy Whe deep love | bear Alioe Diske,
Towearn ™

*Thers 1o & good stamp speaker 1ost fa you, ol fel
Tow,” sald Meiton, o & tone of lrony—*' | advise you to
Arop your work-banch and go Into polities. You wonld
shine In & ward primary. 1o the meantime your elo-
quence is thrown AWAY unon me, And you may as well
save It for time of need. Tosel you entirely at rest,
howevar, and Lo provent the disagreeable possibiiity of
rour calling npon my slightly choleric old governor, |
will gratify yon so far as to ssy that It @ my intention
to marey the heautilal and [nscinating Allce Miaka—
that fe, provided you will graclonsly ailow e (o take
my own tlme for entering Into so lmportiant & cOn-
tinet”

** This assnrance on your part fs sufctent,” retorned
Horlon, coolly, **Bes o 1t thal yon do nol Lieak your
word, for rest arsnrad that | shisll keap my vow ™

And the young mechanie retraecd his steps toward
the ferry, while Frank Melton walked onward, mutter.
g

“1'm afeald I ehatl have tronbls with that fellow some
Aay." Hle mused awbile and then he continued, * Where
have 1 sean & face tuat Tooks hike s ?  Oh, | kuow now!
He b the huage of Estelie Hareourt ™

Hugh reached the ferry and pacssd through the gatd,
when his attention was attonoted by 8 erowd of persans
gathere! on the vergo of the slip, Innking down into (he
wator with noky voe'furat'ons, and all Jaboring under
the greatost exeitement, while aboy @ the notve aud cous
fuston rang the shrtll tonesof &8 womau's volee:

“Rave W' save hism for the love of Hlenven! Oh
Aon't 1ot Liim drown before my eyes '™

Hngh Hurton comprehonded the whola thing at anee,
and forcing bis way through tho crowd hie soon sues sed
ol I galning position in frent whers everybody was
mvying orders and nobody sesnad o know whiat tado,
whilo stroggling In tha water was a boy apparently
about fourteen years of age, who wae uvidently fasy
drowning

Thrawmyg his tonls apon tha groand, Hagh Morion,
without stopping to take off his cont even, plnaged In,
anil grasping the boy from behifing held held him above
the water while ha calmly gave orders Lo thore sbove
to poss down arone. One was ppecdily procared, and
securing 1t around the hoy's wast, Hugzh was alost to
instruct thoro who held it to holst, whan he discovered,
for tho first thie, that & Inrge rat was saated on Lhe top
‘shead and cilaging tenaclonsiy 1o ks hagr
kerson above made the dicovery sl the same
e, aud & slinnltanesus ery of * There's arat hiting
him ! knoelk it off ! arcsa, Bupposiuz it tahe & vors
clons dock rat, Hugh Morton wis abont to brosh 18 off
into the water, when 1o hoy for the Arst thas &p .
don't burt Nip!" he erled, *1'oor Xin! e
von unless 1 tell him to. Don't hart Nip,
thurt Nip! Tean's get on withount Nip!™

e hins tamed It snd made a pet of 11" exclatingd
the won ap, who hiad been so 1o d In her crlos for e
cor-'"it goes A'l over with hiin, and » very hacules
Plomae don't hurt 6. Tue poor boy sk not good wones,
He s on 1ot awd the tat s hils only com: asdon. lin
would grieve lduselfl o death If harm abould colie lo
it Plense don'y hurt 11"

Hugh eould not kelp thisking that It was a strango
peb: bub when he percolvad thnt it was indoed harmices,
atid was only clitging to the buy's hels for safcty, he did
not daturb i, bat gave the word, and the Loy was sson
placed ln safely wpon the dock, his strauge pet sull
clnging tenacliaus'y to his hale.

Hugh followsd the hoy av speedily as rlasille, and
when he also ind galnod & footlng on the fery bilidge,
tho wosan, who had the boy 1o eharge, annsoschied bl
and began voeforouddly (aen'l down blessings upon his
hoead, She went on with preat volubllity, hut iu the
fumh broshed the wok looks
his temple, In his efforts to wring tne water there.
sedd the deepored mark to
whileh refurenco has becn alroady mads, As the sight
et bhe worman's eyes, ahe started back, nttered ashrill,
sLarp screans, and caine i falling to the gronnd with
tairor, Then, suddenly recovering hersell, sha graspod
the hand of the foolish boy, and sald, burrledly

" Come, Pat! Cone awav! This s no place for va!
[ away! Come away! It w he! It lsha! After
all there long yenrs, IL @ he! To think that A= should
have saved you from drowning! How inscrutab'e are
e weys of Providence! How strange! low very
strange ! Great Heaven forgivo me! What shal! [ do?
Ot, what shiall 1 do? Darel tell Btops of it? 1 inos!
et And thus mottering to bersclf, sha walked
swiltly away, while thin erowd rapldly dispersed, and
iluzh wade Lis way on board o hont which was Just
lenving *he slip, wonderiug, a8 he was oarried hone
ward, what the v oman eould posibly have d'scoverad
Vi hits appearance (o | ave so terribly siactiod bher.
Feiliuos Uis poader sino wonders ; bul e will | now in
tiue.

CHATLER IIT.
TUF LART OF RANTH,
When Alea Riske narted from Frank Melton she wepl
directiy on board the ferryhoat, and kaving rescled the
Bioakiyn sido oi the river took her way 1o hor own
residesce; w nest cortage house situsted 1o tne sun-
urhe,

Arrived wl Lome sha proceeded diveetly 16 her faltine's
roei

Anaced woman was seatod near the bod of the sick
man, sed a8 tha ‘vl enterad, the former placed hor
nger ipon hor i and uttered Ao admonttory '* Hoah I
nnlow wiisper
s b estesp 2 Ingulred the giel, in & santious ander
tnne.

The atteadant trelined her Lead afrmativoly inreply

YTa Lo hetter 2 was the next question, and as the girl
prevoneded g she advanced eantiously on L toe, &
xlonsdy dtown luta the face of the invalid,

* Huosh!™ again ¢ 4 the attendant, srd risiig
sliently, shia bLeok girl away to an al)ointug
roon, "Ill"'l‘ ation )l'l-_‘ I'l“ Coatinuwe!,
when hail ciowed the door, “and e vesds rost badly
wo sl he eareml poL (o walon hin,®

1w the doetor been bhere  Ince 1 1eft home 2™ paliodd
ihe zicl ansioudle

“ Y abont an hour sinee,”

" What did ha say,

vtin
el 1
hnt fast

woe the reply

Aunt Marguaret!" was the next
auestion, and the glrl fxed s searchilog gage upon the
fiew h vl women

SOt mak e, el was the evasive roply s Yyon
150K tiredd,  Lay oit your things aud get o cup of tea. 1t
will retr #h you."

SAdnt Margaret” sald Al'ee, In oR earnest, plaading
tona, “tell wie what tho doet r sald; 1 ought 10 know
I the report bs tavorabie it will gre Iy relieve my
WL e vilierwine, 1 ean nerve mysoll to bear 18

“Puthans & is hoat.” returoed the old wowman, after s
et of redoetlon, *you Wil foel the blow less whion
ibeumes, My poor chilld, your father Giust die =perhare
Ip & fuw kours, perhags not for some doys yoi. Bat po
power on enilh can Fave lam from desth iu & shoi
e "

“My darling fither ! excla‘med Allce, weeplng bit
terly, i I8 porsible he cas bose uear his eud? low
can L henar lie loss **

“You must learn to boar it," rejolned the old woman,
cnlmly, “I, too, shall feel Lis loss deeply, after he s
lald benoath the sod, for he hins ever been ke a kind
and dutiful sou to me, rlthough I was ouly s house-
keapor, MMatanght you to eall me Anot Margaret, and
1have nlways loved you both as though you were really
kin to mie. 1loved your mother, too, and with good
rensom, for slie wol fs Swis i m cremtore as ever Hved
ty sears 1 have boen in e am
it bs only eatural that 1 shoul
the head of it strivien down.™  And
L0 hier eyen the falthiul servitor wept freoly,
whe staried, as @ iosn from We sdjoliing

Sudld vlv
room canght
s gilek ear, and hastily diying hier eyes, she whis

per

# Cnlm youreelf, Allce—master your feo'iugs, darling,
e s awnking wivd Lie will milss me, Tuinst go o him,
pod i lagquives for you—=which o probably wiil—=yon
el be prepared tosce blu without the tracos of tears
uron vour fuce."

Tius speaking Aunt Murgaret left the room, and ins
few monen's thereaiter elie reappearod and summone.l
Alles Lo the bedslde of her dylug pmsent,

Al ca was not slow 1o obey the smimmons seating
herse!i ab the invalids hedalde, she took iy thin wlje
Fand in hed own, and uprinting o food Kiss on his whice
torchead, she pala,

* Allee 1 hicie father. Are you hettor 2

Yoo, dariing,” mattered the invalid, “*much botter
At lewst | shinll be shortly, for your wmoiner has assured
miw thnd I slinll soon rejoin her."

“ My wother ' axclalined Allee, Ina tone of Rupre
Lenslon, for che thought bls mind was wander n:

Yous, pot, your mother,” retursed tne slex man,
calmly. ' 1 have Leen with her b the spirit land for tue
last honr, nad | kave beon happy —oh, so happy !

“ Futhor, your mind 18 disturbod.”™ sald Allce, sooth
lagly i ¥ you shoull endeavor to sleep wgnin,”

1w pob decelve yon £ daugliter,” returmed ths in
valld, with a wan smble ;. * wy min t is as tranguil as an
od sen, nnd | ehiall never siecp agela till Ieliep
the wleep which knows no wakiog."

COb! asther-=dear fatlier, say rot a0 excin‘med
Al wooplog passlonately, lu apite of her endeavors lo
mm:nl hersell, “ You wi'l got botler—you must not
e aud loave ma alone lu the cold, heartless world

S God hiws o rdined it so,
calialy, *and He dpeth all thlugs v Ile hias gra.
clonsly pertilited e to retain il possession of iy fa
culbiey, fur wlileh am truly thankful, and pow, if you
1ove e, darling, yon will o ol yourself and )
camly borowhint Lam abouttosay, Mugh has u
has e Auul Margaret *™ he conilousd, tarp
o upon the old attendast
huok bor hesd negatively, and the Invalld eon

tnaod 1
“ )l ould hnve beon bere by this thne
dle » t secing him,

T mnst not
And now, iy elild, loleuw o
wy tast rogucst, You are the only tle wiuch binds mo
to this carth. L have watehod over you feom your bicth,
my cily oue, with such love as even n fond parsnt se.-
Ao fecis, and | wouald falu see you providod for era
1 take wmy departare to that better land whero |
troat you will one day jola your molher snd ma.,
This cotis #s you know, belongs (o e, and
I bave lu Lank, In Boston, &smo (wo thousand
doblary, saved out of the wreck of miy fortune for you,

me ek, b bgeg draying latereal slpce | whaged

1t thore s0mn yoars aro, for althongh 1 have ofton besn
ereatly in need, T forceaw that tils parting mast coms,
#0d 1 would pot draw on 1t becsuse 1 did not wish to
leavs you ponniless, My Aesire now M 10 soo you mar.
tied to ons who will be to you hoth & hasband and &
father, for we are parfect atiangers In this great cliy,
you know. 1 need hardly tell vou that that ona s Hagh
orton, for yon know in what high esiimation 1 bold
him. Ha Is the snly real friond, bes'des the good dominle,
wo have In thie wicked city. He s noblehearted, gen-
erous, and honest, and 1oves you with all the forvor of a
warni and manty heart. He will be hera soon, and when
he comes | 14 wee yon married before I die. Thave
advid with (he dominie, who svoroves 4 e plan, and
who will nleo ba hers to perforn: th ) coremony.”

O, father, father, I cannot n erry Hogh!” exciaimed
the g'r! In o tone of agony.

“Cauncl marey HMazh 1 ejasulatsd the invalld, In 4
tone of pirprise, while a Inok of deep dlsapnomtinent
scttied uron ha thin featuies . * &o! why, not, darling ?
I8 he not the soul of honor, besldes belng yonng, brave,
and good ooking »

““He I all that you say, fatier.” resnonded the woap.
fng pir), “and I love him an as «tor might love s Lrother |
bat, indecd, T eannct marry b !

A palniul #llenee snceeedead for & faw moments, whis
was bioken st laugth by the sick man, who, with s dey
armwn sigh, saldy

“Then that dream fs over! 1 had finagined 1t might
be otherwine, T had hoped that yon might love him,
balsince It ls not 8o, 1 would not have yon marry him,
for marriare without love i a t#iiible thing. How
ever,m¥ child, if he cannotl be vour bushand he must
e your guardian. Thers are cortaln matters conerrn.
Ing your futare welfare which mnst be intristed to
vome one, and I krow of neldy more honest and ca.
pohie than himeelf to take chacgs of them, If o will
eonsent to do so, 1 would place the matter In the
hands of the doniinte, but he I old and Fiuobie, and Ly
tiie wiih villainy , while Hueh ks every
r e Bask "

As he wpoke ke housabell rang, and the ok man
eontinued ¢

“Ah.ihors hate now. Attend (o the dnor, Anut Mar.
garel, plevso ; and you, iny danghter, retire for s while
=1 will snminon yon when | want you.

Tha weoping mirl took ber way to the adjoining
npartment, and shortly thereallor both flugh and he
Acminle were nahers [nto the sick-room.

Tha invalid greetod each w.th s plessant smile and
reqaestad them o be pealed

* Hugh,” ho sadl, after & moout of deep reflection,
and fxlog & look fall of sorrow upon tho face of the
youih=* L wy hoy, the wish pearcal yonr heart
and w ¥ own catnot be pratiied.”

“1 know It i, tod Mogn, whoas volea trembled
in 80t of his elforts to control Wa cinatisne,

“ AN, thes, you propased to her 2" quertod the sick
man

SN0, 8" wis the reply, © Cortaintl
pired vince l-.w you iast, whi hsatiefie
did not love me.”

W reerot iE=bltterly regred 180" Calghed tha skek man,
In & tone of minglod dsappoluiment and despondeuey.
“ Hut | eupposs there 1s no help lor i, Aod now, Hugh,

zahave traos
mo thnt Allca

an you eannot ba her kueband [ wish you 0 sct a8 hor
guardian, [ you nccept boe rase?™
SWInEly. o mert willlugly 10 repliad the youth,

readily 1 * and hore 1 pledge wyeelf, before leaven and
sils holy wan, to watch over her as 8 fond brother
would wateh over an obly and deariv-cherished sister,
ar netiflenmy lifein bor service, If uecd Lot

» Thank you, my boy—thank you'" sald the invalid,
aratefully. * 1 koew you woulld befricnd my poor girl,
and now Feach e s brnei of beys from the top diaw s
of the brrean 1nst behind you ™

Hugh Horton did as dosirea

“ This key,” eontinued Alice's frther seleciing ono
from tho hunel, * opens a traok, wh.oh stands In youder
closet. In that trank yon will ind my bank-book, suld
all my papers of any value, Among the Litter you wi'l
fud & bundie of leval documents, thad wili red tape.
Take chargo of those, and keop them safily. They
may be of benedt to Alce sume day. When |
dead, 1 wish you to examine those papors; for, 88
Aliea's guncdian, it is proper von shonid kaow thelr
contents, [ feel mysell iking fast, and 1 kuow my
time has come. Uil A fee, Aany Mergaret.”

The nld woman summoned the gitl, as directed, and,
stooplng over her dying father, she kissed liln: tende
1y, while hor hot tears fell st upon his hageard face,
which aiready bore the Impress of \he slenl mos-
senger.

Y hon's weep, Alice, dariinr=don's weop " gasped
the Ay1ng mau. * It will be well with me goon. Look te
her, Hugh, my boy, Don's forget your promise,’

“When 1 do,” returned the youth, earncstly, * may
Meaven forgel mo ™

“Pray for me, father! Prav for ma ™ moanod the
dying man, ne he turned N1 glated eves upon the venor:
able minisier,

The o!d dominte sank to his tnecs, an example which
was followed by all preseut ; and, o8 the holy man ssnt
up a fervant petition to the Throae of Wiace, tho splilt
of tha Inval.d departed

When tha praver was ended, and thev aross to thelr
foet, a nuict smile relad apon the euuntenance of
Alloe’s Lather.

Rhe bent orver (o speak 10 him, hut the olA pastor,
mare famibine willy such seeues, saw Al opce that all was
over, rnd, oloslag the sves of the dead mun, he said,
gentiy:

“ e cannot hoar you, my daughter. *He has run his
race ~he has fnleled his conree, and honoeforth there Is
Vadil v o i & crown ol glovy.' ™

CHATTER IV,
THR BREAD MAX'S PAPERS
When Hueh Horton had at'ended ta (he st asd ritoy
of h's deceased [iend he took cherge of his cfectd, nod
tavont ecamiuleg the documcnts which hal been left
s el o,

e fonnd them ta eonslst princinally of paners dated
Aoma vears baek relating to the o ent of My, IMake,
who was at that tue nonerchant 1o Pbotadelohin. He
oA aad thom careMlly and learoed from than that
the deeenss] man had been the vietim of areonudrel

named Loonard Geaff, who had been hils co ntlal
clotk, bl who ! dofanited and oseansd o ¥
with his planider, leaving bos genorons sad nusas )

ey

weran ut'edy rolacd man. Floosd to thess pa.
pers was a note address:d to Hugh WHoston and writ
wen by Mr. Miake, In this note the merchant stated his
bellof ehat Gratf wes o0 Uving and perhaps rich. e
st LAt he bad sought hilin everywhere in Kurope in
the gy thal e milght Ond hiin and compe! him to make
rest tation of ol least a portion of what hie had rolibed
h'e of, but had falled even to bear of him, muea 18+ to
And him- that he carcid net so wach for hiowell, bat
that he was anxious to place his douglier beyond the
ieach of wnnt. He Mirther went on Lo *ay that he was
confident Gealf had disgunisad himsell anl assomed a
fetitious vame, aid he wonnd op by b ing Hazh Hor
ton 1o prasecito the search which death had presented
biet fiom eauiloning-to find the man If possible, and
acting wd Alleo's guardian, 1o compel bl 0 disgorie
al least a portion of his 1ll-gotten galne,

Maving read the papers Hooton determ (ned Lo leave
8o eduit untrled to And the roan who had thus heart-
lessly rulned his old fitend, He hardly knew how to
g0 about the matter, howover, and aflor much refloe-
thon Le dotermiined to put the affalr Into the bands of one
Isrncl sharp, 8 shrewd deteciive, who bosrded in tha
saima hovss with himasic, and with whom he had beos
arguainted from boyhood,

sockion tnis individuai st ones, he placed the papers
In lils possesaion and stated his vishes

Eharp went through the docuing
when he bad thoroughly oxawm ned
welghed the mattor,
andsad

 Well Master ITarry, this is & tongh ltde 'ob you
have ent out for me, and one which I am about as
Likely to fnlsh to your satl faction we 1am to take n
¥ Lo the moon,"

spon't ta'k like that, Tsrael,” sald Horton, in & tone
of great dismppo'ntment, *Give mo sorie hope -some
eile hopoa—say that you will try, st least "

“Ofcourse, L wl 1 try,” replied (e aetective, ** and so
I shonld wuder apy circutustancos, But how s 1 to
proeced, I shonld ke to kuow ? Yon've got comimon
sense, Harey, and yoo muost see that 18 A dos
perale one. This 18 the way itvtands: Ten yoars ago
Georgo Blake was a merchant tn Phillad=inhiia<ho had
wolerk nmmed Loouard Gin, who robhed him of all he
wais worth and fled to parts naknown, It was sap-
posed ho wont 10 Earope, buat there was no certaluly
of thkis, He might have goue to Golosa or Kamsehat
K for sught we bnow:

* Well, the mierehant makes the tour of Europe o the
hope of Radiag Lin, but £l to get the slichtest trace
of hip, and re urue home diaplrted and groab'y disa-
pot ted. Ten years voll by anl the merchant dies, and
pow you wish me to dbgaver the thief, who may be
weariug L1 life uway In soma forelzn prison, or whaso
boncs, for thiat master, may bo bleaching on the botiom
o1 the ocean.”

“The thing doss look very nnfavorable, Tadmit”
repllad Harey U0 18 i Just poselble you might #rike
W tendl whille pr iting yonr business. My baving
cotisulied yon can do no possible harm o any vasw

SOF eotive bot, my Loy,” rejelned the deicetive,
re iy =**if wo er hiear of him therpd will be po
Larm done, nod 1 we do, 1e will be fortunate that yon
placed the matter tn my hands. And, te tall s iratn,
slranger things have happencd in my exi e lence thiu
the vapture of this defalter would be—do, yon see
that thove is some hope after all,  Bat, I say, Harry, 0o
you know that yeur young eharge, Alice Blake, has
beou acting vory tmpred sntly of late **

Lo whst reipect 2 asked the youtl, who could fel
the hot Blood rushiog into bis fuee for he well knew to
whitk the deteeuive alluded,

S8Np ias heen in the habis of mooting & youne fellow
in the Pulton ferry house,” returned the detective.

*Has she et Wiw often P ssked Harry, who was
renlly 1o the dark as to how frequently Alice sna Frank
Meiton had niet.

* Well, some five or slx Limes 8 all $hat [ have knowl-
edge oL reloined the doteckive, * although they may

19 earcfully, and
them s daly
he guve a gruot of dissailefaction

jo

LaTo wot alteuor. Thy fach i bgloa's Ko W Wal L skouid
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have pald nch particalar sttestion 4o the matter i %
had not beon that | thought you were paying your ad-
dresses In that auarter. Tthooght thal as honest, an-
susplelons feliow ke you ahonld not be Impoved nnon,
and so 1 watched them. But perbaps you have had no
verions Intentions in that diroction, aftsr all #*

“ Whatever my Intentions may have been at one
time, Mr,Bharp,” rejolosd Harry, sadly, “my only de
#ire now s 1o aet the part of & hrother taward Al ca,
Her father 16ft et ie my chargs. 1 promised him on his
death bed that | wonid look afier ber. and [ wonld
rather lons my 1'fs than have harm befall har, Da yon
know anything of the peron whom she has been lm-
prodent enough to mest "

“Wery Mitle ™ was the reply. “Mia name o Frank
Melton<his father i a rich o1d follow who lives on Lis
money—nnd Frank himself is rather fast, Keops his
Hotiinghorsa, fights tus Higer oreastioaaily, and is do-
eldediy gay ana festice In & general sense, T ahonkdn'y
suppose Miss Blake to be exactly the gir! he wouid piek
out for & wife, althou h thers ts no devying that ehe Is
vary beaut'fu), Dut, 1 say, Harry, how did Lo get ac-
quatnied with her?*

“fie 1 Intimele with the proerictor of the establish-
ment In which she worked,” replied Hueh. *5he s 8
book-folder, and Meolton eallad frequentiy to sce Ler
employir, who lairodnced them.™

AL, ha may mean weli, after AlL" *ald (1o detec.
some reflcetion; “1tie inst possible that he
may. ulthangh to be frank with you I thiex the chanees
are agalnst 1t At all eveuts thelr mestiog In the feriy-
house Is Mghly lmpradent. I tiey wust see cach olhier
you had better 1st h'm vistt her at her own hunse. If
she ls deterinined 1o continna his acqna nianee, all yon
can do 1o preveat It will be of uo avall, Mest him she
will, and It I better that they (Lovid meet st her own
home than eleewlcre. | have not been in v llas of b
sineds 2o long without learning that mueh evil recnils
from (his elandesting meetlng In ferryhoures and stmiing
places, and my advice to yon Is to !+t her recelve his
cowpany st hier honse, By parenlng this eourse you will
hia able ta keev a rnnflulmn watch upon her than you
otherwive conld

) sgres with you, Mr. Bharp.” retuined Hugh, * snd
thenk yaa heartlly for the suggestion, 1 will ab ones
wjeak to her eoncerning the matter, althoagh the sub
fect 1# msomew hat dolleate one™

*Well, good dav, my boy.” sad the detective, a8 ha
Beld out his hand to Mugh; “1 know you are ona of the
right sort, and whanever von want my earvio s yoa
have only o derond thom and they slall be glven willi-
oul woney and wi'houl prics

Al thos sayiag be took L depariure.

CIAPTER V.
WUOM VIS THE OLDRR M¥LTON,

For & long thire after the detective had lel Lilm, fin h
Nortos reflected long and dseply on the responsibiilly
which hohad peeamed.  He loved Aliee Dlake decply,
devatedly, and Ih wearg his heart with angulsh Lo ba
ol Mgod to give her np, Re posscessd gread fores of
etarncter, however, and Le resolved that if Frank Mel-
ton enlertal sod an houorable love for Alies e thould
marty hor, & clreanstance whileth would st ones relieve
Bim of bs re passibii'ty as her guardian, and Yea
him At parfoet Liberty to fallow tha bent of bis inclina-
vone. Ifhe eould seo bar happtly macvicd I waa iy
determination 1o ahip for & voyase 1o solne foreign pors,
whera he would strive Ly forect her.

He dein A, howeyer, befurs glv'ng hie eon gent ta
Wie vhote of yoang Molton, toaceertalo, if pasthle, jurt
how that younyg gentleman felt toward biv wara, and
what bld real inkentions were. e folt thoron ghly oat
Wwhed that if the young man's fiher opposed ina wiateh
It cou't never take place, fur he was familine enongh
with the world 1o know that & nian llke Frank Malton,
however desply inlovae Yo might be with apoor girl,
would never sacrifice his pecuniary prospects to Uinl
paasion

Hugh detorinived, thersfore. to eall npon the cller
Mr, Meltou, and In & private loterview o sound bl
with regard to the imatter

Aceordingly he made f way up to 1he grand resf.
dence of tho old gentlaman, and after copslderaliie
tronb'e was admitted to an avdicnes
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publicly oponed at the hour stated.
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